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OLYMPIA STUDENTS RECEIVE MEDALS AT THE VULCAN QUARRY CRUSCHER RUN 

  On March 25, 2017, two of our Olympia Learn-

ing Center students took on the challenge of 

running in the Vulcan Quarry Crusher Run.  

Students began the event the night before by 

attending the free pre-party packet pickup.  The 

evening ran from 4pm-7pm with live music by 

the Root Doctors and free pizza for the regis-

tered runners.  Alexcia McCormick and Jacques Wilson were our representatives from the 

school.  The students had to run deep into the rock quarry and climb back out again.  

There was the single crusher run which was approximately 3.7 miles and there was the 

double crusher run at 7.4 miles.  The brave students took on the 3.7 mile run and re-

ceived their t-shirt and medal for their accomplishments.  Says Jacques, “ I enjoyed the 

run, it was very exciting and new.  I felt like a brand 

new person after I finished.”  When asked if she 

would do it again Alexcia said, “ It was horrifying, I 

felt like a noodle, but I finished it and yes, I would do 

it again.”  The two students were sponsored by      

Ms. Alli Smalls, the Career and Development Special-

ist at Olympia and Mrs. Gloria Coleman, the Librarian 

at Olympia. 



P A G E  2  T H E  O L Y M P I A N  

Clip art from  Microsoft clip art and Creative Commons 

OLYMPIA STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN READ AROUND THE PLANET 

Recently the ELA classes at Olympia Learning Center participated in a video conference with students in other 

cities across the state.  The classes were able to share  what they were learning in their classrooms as well as share 

their own similarities and differences living in another state.  Ms. Shea’s ELA class connected with students in Co-

lumbus Ohio and Ms. Robinson’s ELA class connected with students in Wichita, Kansas and in Houston, Texas.   

 

S.C. STATE MUSEUM FIELD TRIP 

    Students from the IMPACT afterschool program 

took a field trip to the S.C. State Museum.  The 

students had an opportunity to explore the many 

exhibits that were displayed at the museum.  They 

also saw a special exhibit featuring pre-historic 

dinosaurs and ancient sea creatures.  The field trip 

ended with the students taking in a 3D theater 

experience entitled “Great Escapes” featuring ani-

mals in the wild who escaped near death experi-

ences.  The students thoroughly enjoyed the field 

trip. 

FACULTY MEMBER ATTENDS CONFERENCE 

 

Recently Mrs. Gloria Coleman, librarian at 

Olympia Learning Center attended the 

South Carolina Association of School Li-

brarians Conference in Greenville, SC.   

The conference boasted over 500 profes-

sionals in attendance.  There were various 

workshop sessions and numerous well know authors in 

attendance as well.  Says Ms. Coleman, I am always grate-

ful for the opportunity to attend this conference.  It al-

lows me to see what other librarians are doing across the 

state and bring some of those ideas back to my school.  

Thanks goes to my District Superintendent Dr. Craig 

Witherspoon and my Principal, Mr. Nathan White for al-

lowing me the opportunity to attend this conference 

each year. I always look forward to sharing what I’ve 

gained at the conference with the Olympia faculty. Mrs. 

Coleman also serves as treasurer for the association.  



By Career & Personal Development Specialist Alli Smalls 

21
st
 Century Workplace Skills Training is essential for middle and high school students as they pre-

pare for higher education, military enlistment, or employment.  Twenty-First Century Skills Training is 

offered by Career Specialist, Alli Smalls in two Career & Technology Education classes, during the IM-

PACT after school program, as well as the bi-weekly Career Mentors program.  Students learn valua-

ble skills in decision making, conflict resolution, critical thinking and so much more.  These fun-filled 

interactive classes not only provide these important essential skills to students, but allow them to en-

joy learning through activity-based instruction.  The 21
st
 Century Workplace Skills topics align with 

the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate’s emphasis on: World Class Knowledge, World Class Skills, 

and Life & Career Characteristics to prepare students for life beyond the classroom. 

 

Students learn the importance of the Life & Career 
Characteristic of self-direction by participating in a 
mock trial during their 21st Century Skills lesson in 

the IMPACT after school program. 

Teachers and students work together to meet a chal-
lenge using the World Class Skill of creativity and inno-
vation  

Career Mentors from Vulcan Materials Company help 
teach 21st Century Skills to students during Career Mentor 

Thursdays 



"The Olympia Learning Center will provide opportunities for students 

to reach their maximum potential through diverse and innovative 

academic, career, support, and life skills programs in an alternative 

setting using non-traditional and challenging approaches that foster 

collaboration among staff, post secondary institutions, and community 

agencies. " 
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T H E  O L Y M P I A N  

 We are fast 

approaching 

the test-

taking 

season. Our 

students will 

be engaging 

in a series of  tests coming in 

April through the end of the 

year, therefore it is imperative 

that we stay focused on our 

academic goals. Students 

should do their best to 

continue to move toward 

academic success by 

completing all assignments 

and passing all assessments. 

It is also important that 

parents support their student 

in preparing for test day by 

making certain that the 

student gets a good night’s 

rest the day before the test; 

turn off all electronic devices 

at least thirty minutes before 

the student goes to bed; 

make certain that the student 

arrives on time to school if 

he/she is a car rider; and see 

to it that the student eats a 

good breakfast before taking 

the test.   

Our teachers will be working 

hard to get the students 

prepared academically and 

we are certain with the 

support of the parents and 

the expertise of the teacher, 

our students will experience 

academic gains in their 

courses.   

Please keep these important 

dates in mind for your 

student: 

Spring Break-April 10th-14th 

SC PASS-April 26th-28th 

SC READY-May 1st-5th 

EOCs-Month of May 

  I am excited about the 

future for our 

students.  Together we can 

make it happen.   

  

Mr. Nathan White, Principal 

Dr. Craig Witherspoon, 

Superintendent 


